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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BRISTOL, VIRGINIA, CITY COUNCIL WAS HELD ON APRIL 26, 2016, AT 6:00 P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 LEE STREET, BRISTOL, VIRGINIA WITH MAYOR ARCHIE HUBBARD, III PRESIDING.  COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE VICE MAYOR WILLIAM HARTLEY, CATHERINE BRILLHART, AND GUY ODUM.  CITY MANAGER, TABITHA CROWDER, AND CITY ATTORNEY, PETE CURCIO WERE ALSO PRESENT.

[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNCIL MEMBER STEELE WAS ABSENT.

	Mayor Hubbard called for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag.


A.	Matters to be Presented by Members of the Public – Non-Agenda Items 

	Mr. Michael Pollard inquired about the City taking property located on Highland Avenue.

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio and Assistant City Manager, Mr. Andrew Trivette, advised that the structure was deemed unsafe.  

Ms. Nancy Marney commented on the primary purpose of the Bristol, Virginia Police Department, Fire Department, and the Public Works Department City as it relates to the City budget. 

B.	Mayor’s Minute and Council Comments

	Council Member Odum advised that he had been reappointed to the VML Legislative Committee.

	City Manager, Ms. Tabitha Crowder, advised that Vice Mayor Hartley had been nominated to serve on the VML Finance Committee. 

	Council Member Brillhart invited everyone to attend the Historic District Preservation Award ceremony to be held at the Bristol Public Library on May 20, 2016 at 1:00 pm.  

1.	Ordinance

	1st Reading

	Consider First Reading of an Ordinance to Convey by Quitclaim Deed Property to 	Mountain Heritage, Inc.

	Mr.  Frank Kilgore, an Attorney representing Mountain Heritage, gave an overview of the non-profit group, which had built and obtained funding for over fifty (50) miles of hiking and biking trails. He stated that the approach of Mountain Heritage was conservation-minded and outdoor recreation-minded. He added that Mountain Heritage planned to approach homeowners on the proposed trail seeking approval and input.

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, advised that there would be a reversionary clause that would require the property to be returned back to the City if a hiking and biking trail was not ultimately developed on the property. He advised that the reversionary clause would end upon development of the first segment. 
	
	Vice Mayor Hartley inquired about the funding to complete the project.  He also inquired about the residents not wanting the trail crossing their property. 

	Mr. Kilgore advised that both state and federal funding agencies would be approached after the first segment was complete and the reversionary clause had ended. He advised that the trail could be routed around parcels to public property if needed.   

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, stated that he did not know the sentiments of property owners at this time. 

	Council Member Odum stated that he appreciated Mountain Heritage’s plan to work with and appease residents in some way.   

	Mr. Michael Pollard spoke against conveying the property. He asked if Mountain Heritage, Inc. could compensate the City for the initial cash outlay. 

	Mr. Kilgore advised that Mountain Heritage was a non-profit group and could not pay for the property. 

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, pointed out that the Virginia Supreme Court previously ruled that the proposed property did not revert to the landowners after railroad use of the land had ended. He further stated that the majority of the reversionary claims were settled favorably to the City. 

	Mayor Hubbard reminded that retaining the property would retain the City’s liability. 

	Vice Mayor Hartley inquired about the placement of privacy fences along the trail.

	Mr. Kilgore stated that privacy fences were not typical but would be considered if funding was available. 

	Ms. Nancy Marney commented on her personal experience with a quitclaim deed. She spoke against conveying the property, adding that there was a lack of details and no plan in this process. 

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion for the first reading of an Ordinance to Convey by Quitclaim Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion for the first reading of an Ordinance to Convey by Quitclaim Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Odum and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Ordinance:


ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY 
BY QUITCLAIM DEED TO MOUNTAIN HERITAGE, INC.

	WHEREAS, by Deed dated December 21, 2000 SWRR Properties, Inc. conveyed to the City of Bristol Virginia, a continuous and unbroken strip of land (except as expressly set out therein). Said property consists of the old railroad bed of the former Virginia and Southwestern Railway, and the Deed is of record in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Washington  County, Virginia at Instrument #000009605, and which property is more particularly described on Exhibit A attached hereto; and

	WHEREAS, the City of Bristol Virginia purchased the property for the purpose of establishing a hiking and biking trail along the railroad bed and for many years pursued the project, (commonly referred to as the Mendota Trail Project), both on the ground and in the Circuit Court for Washington County, Virginia; and

	WHEREAS, the City ultimately abandoned its attempt to establish the hiking and biking trail but maintained a desire that an appropriate organization better suited to complete the project would come forward with a proposal to establish and maintain said trail; and

	WHEREAS, Mountain Heritage, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that has successfully constructed and maintained hiking and biking trails throughout Southwest Virginia. Mountain Heritage, Inc. has stated its desire to acquire the aforementioned railroad bed for the purpose of establishing a publicly accessible hiking and biking trail along said route. It plans to partner with landowners, national, state and county officials, funding sources, volunteer groups and contract workers in order to build and maintain said trail; and

	WHEREAS, the City expressly finds that the proposal submitted by Mountain Heritage, Inc. for the use of the railroad bed as a hiking and biking trail is consistent with the City’s original intent for the use of the property when it acquired it on December 21, 2000; and

	WHEREAS, as a result, the City hereby determines that the public interest will be served by the City conveying the aforementioned property to Mountain Heritage, Inc. for the establishment of a hiking and biking trail along the old Virginia and Southwestern Railway bed; and

	WHEREAS, for the preservation of the property for use as a hiking and biking trail, the City expressly finds that the Quitclaim Deed shall include a reversionary clause until such time as the first segment of the project is officially opened for public use, and documents declaring it so, are recorded in the Circuit Court Clerk’s office for Washington County, Virginia. Upon said recordation the reversionary clause shall be self-extinguishing; and

	WHEREAS, this transfer requires public notice in the newspaper for two successive weeks and further requires that a public hearing be held prior to transfer; and

	WHEREAS, having advertised the same once a week for two successive weeks and posted at the front door of the Courthouse for two successive weeks at the same time, and 

	WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was held on April 12, 2016.

	NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Bristol Virginia, pursuant to Sections 2.04 and 14.01 of the Charter of the City of Bristol that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute a Quitclaim Deed containing a reversionary clause as set forth hereinabove, transferring all title as more particularly described on Exhibit A attached hereto to Mountain Heritage, Inc. for the construction and maintenance of a hiking and biking trail along said property, in accordance with this ordinance.

First Reading:  April 26, 2016

Second Reading: ________________

Adopted:  ______________________


2.	Ordinance

	1st Reading

	Consider First Reading of an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, 	Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 	134 Commerce Court, Bristol, Virginia

            City Manager, Ms. Tabitha Crowder, advised that the public hearing was held during the previous Council Meeting on April 12, 2016.  She further advised that a letter from the Commissioner of the Revenue, Mr. Terry Frye, had been included in the Council packet which stated that he had reviewed the application for tax exempt status and had determined that Highlands Fellowship Church qualified for tax exempt status.
	
	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion for the first reading of an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol, Virginia.

	Council Member Odum made the motion for the first reading of an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol, Virginia. Motion was seconded by Council Member Brillhart and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Ordinance:


ORDINANCE FOR EXEMPTION FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION
FOR HIGHLANDS FELLOWSHIP

	WHEREAS, Highlands Fellowship has requested that the City Council for the City of Bristol, Virginia grant an exemption from taxation of its real property located at 134  Commerce Court, in the City of Bristol pursuant to § 58.1-3651 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended; and

	WHEREAS, Highlands Fellowship is a tax exempt organization pursuant to § 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and it uses its real property for religious purposes; and
	WHEREAS, a public hearing was held after publication of notice as required by § 58.1-3651(B) of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended; and

	WHEREAS, the City Council has determined, based upon the investigation of the Commissioner of Revenue, that Highlands Fellowship meets the statutory requirements of Va. Code § 58.1-3651.

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Bristol Virginia that Highlands Fellowship is hereby granted an exemption from payment of real property taxes to the City of Bristol Virginia, effective with the 2016 real property tax assessment.  Said exemption shall remain in effect only so long as Highlands Fellowship continues to use its real property at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol, Virginia for religious purposes as a nonprofit organization.

First Reading:  April 26, 2016

Second Reading: ________________

Adopted:  ______________________


3.	Ordinance

	2nd Reading

	Consider Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Article II 	Zoning of the City Code for Bristol Virginia to Create Division 7 Overlay 	Districts, Creating Section 50-133 Enterprise Zone and Adopting the 	Jurisdictional Boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District

	Enterprise Zone Local Administrator, Ms. Lauren Calhoun, stated that the public hearing and first reading took place at the previous Council Meeting on April 12, 2016. She recommended second reading and adoption.   

Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion for the second reading of an Ordinance Amending Article II Zoning of the city Code for Bristol Virginia to Create Division 7 Overlay Districts, Creating Section 50-133 Enterprise Zone and Adopting the Jurisdictional Boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District by caption only.

	Council Member Odum made the motion for the second reading of an Ordinance Amending Article II Zoning of the city Code for Bristol Virginia to Create Division 7 Overlay Districts, Creating Section 50-133 Enterprise Zone and Adopting the Jurisdictional Boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District by caption only.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Brillhart and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Ordinance by caption only:


ORDINANCE   
  
CREATING AN ENTERPRISE ZONE; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II ZONING, DIVISION 7 OVERLAY DISTRICTS OF THE CITY CODE FOR BRISTOL VIRGINIA; CREATING SECTION 50-133 ENTERPRISE ZONE AND ADOPTING THE JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARY OF THE ENTERPRISE ZONE OVERLAY DISTRICT

SECTION 1. The City Council finds that:	

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia adopted the Enterprise Zone Act, Section 59.1-270 et seq. of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended (the Act), with the purpose of stimulating business and industrial growth which would result in neighborhood, commercial and economic revitalization;
 
	WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia granted the City’s application to designate Bristol as an enterprise zone under the Act;

WHEREAS, the City of Bristol, Virginia now has an Enterprise Zone designated by the Commonwealth of Virginia, entitled Bristol Enterprise Zone;

            WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development, which oversees the Enterprise Zone Program, requires localities to offer incentives to eligible properties within the enterprise zone; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to provide such incentives to the enterprise zone to promote, encourage and assist commercial and industrial expansion and relocations within these designated areas of City and expand the tax base; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the 12th day of April, 2016  at council’s regular meeting with no objections from the public; and

WHEREAS, a second reading of the proposed amendment was held on April 26, 2016 at a regularly scheduled council meeting.

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRISTOL, VIRGINIA: that the following local incentives, which shall be known as the Bristol Enterprise Zone Local Incentives, shall be in existence for the term of enterprise zone designation as permitted by the Commonwealth of Virginia:

SECTION 2.	The City Code of Bristol, Virginia is hereby amended to read as follows:

….ARTICLE II ZONING….

….DIVISION 7 OVERLAY DISTRICTS….
….Secs. 50-134-50-135 Reserved….

50-133 Enterprise Zone Overlay District (EZ)

50-133.1 Reserved

50-133.2 Purpose
The purpose of the enterprise zone is to stimulate business and industrial growth by means of real property investment grants, job creation grants, and local incentives as set forth herein. 

50-133.3 Overlay District Boundaries
The enterprise zone overlay district boundaries shall be as depicted on the official Bristol, Virginia Enterprise Zone Overlay District Map, which is on file at the City of Bristol Community Development and Planning Department. These specific areas were established as Enterprise Zones on January 1, 2015 by the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia for a period of ten (10) years in accordance with the Virginia Enterprise Zone Act.  Expansion or reduction of the area included with the overlay district may be approved by City Council as an amendment to the official Bristol, Virginia Enterprise Zone Overlay District Map.  Petition for expansion shall be submitted to the Department of Community Development for evaluation.  Any petition for expansion or alteration shall not become effective until such time as it has been approved by both the City Council and the Commonwealth of Virginia.

50-133.4 Definitions
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning. Words and terms not herein defined shall have the meaning customarily assigned to them. Words used in the present tense include the future tense; the singular includes the plural, and the plural the singular; the word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive.

Base assessed value of real property: means the assessed value of any structure, improved as defined by this section, prior to commencement of rehabilitation, as determined by the city commissioner of revenue at the time of the application for a real estate exemption for rehabilitation property.

Business firm: Any business entity authorized to do business in the Commonwealth of Virginia, including those entities subject to the state income tax on net corporate rate income (§ 58.1-400 et seq., Code of Virginia), or a public service company subject to a franchise or license tax on gross receipts; or a bank, mutual savings bank or savings and loan association; or a partnership or sole proprietorship. A business firm includes partnerships and small business corporations electing to be taxed under Subchapter S of the Federal Internal Revenue Code, and which are not subject to state income taxes as partnerships or corporations, and includes limited liability companies, the taxable income of which is passed through to and taxed on individual partners and shareholders. However, a business firm does not include organizations which are exempt from state income tax on all income except unrelated business taxable income as defined in the Federal Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 512, nor does it include homeowners' associations as defined in the Federal Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 528.

City: The City of Bristol, Virginia

Eligible structure: means any structure which qualifies pursuant to requirements of this article for the rehabilitated real estate tax exemption.

Enterprise zone: The Bristol Enterprise Zone, an area declared or to be applied for declaration by the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia to be eligible for the benefits accruing under the Virginia Enterprise Zone Act, Virginia Code § 59.1-539 et seq.

Equivalent employment or job or FTE: Forty hours per week of an hourly week (or the salaried equivalent). A single equivalent job may be represented by one employed individual, or by multiple employed individuals whose aggregate hours of employment (or salaried equivalent) equal 40 hours per week.

Existing business: Any business firm operating or located within the Enterprise Zone on January 1, 2015, or within the City of Bristol prior to its designation as an Enterprise Zone. A business which retains the same ownership and which was operating or located within the Enterprise Zone on January 1, 2015, or within the City of Bristol prior to location within the Enterprise Zone shall not be defined as a new business, even if the name or entity (corporate or otherwise) has changed.

New business: A business operating within the Enterprise Zone after January 1, 2015, having had no prior business location within the City of Bristol, Virginia. 

Owner: means the person or entity in whose name the structure is titled, or a lessee who is legally obligated to pay real estate taxes assessed against the structure.
Rehabilitate and rehabilitation: mean to restore, renovate, or update construction of or the restoration, renovation, or rehabilitation of eligible structures.  Other site improvements, fees, or non-construction costs will not be considered.  The demolition or razing of a building and construction of a replacement structure may be included, unless it is located in a designated historic district, is a registered Virginia landmark, or is determined by the Department of Historic Resources to contribute to the significance of a registered historic landmark. This definition does not include construction of an addition to a building so as to increase the total square footage of the building.

Rehabilitated real estate tax exemption: means a five-year decreasing exemption from payment of a portion of the real estate taxes, based on rehabilitation value and the schedule of decreasing percentages of rehabilitated value to be allowed as a partial tax exemption for an eligible structure, as set forth in this section.

Rehabilitation value: means an amount as determined by the commissioner of revenue equal to the difference in the assessed value of the structure immediately before rehabilitation and the assessed value of the structure immediately after rehabilitation.  This amount, on a fixed basis, shall constitute the value to be used for calculation of the rehabilitated real estate tax exemption, and that calculation shall not include any subsequent assessment or reassessment.  

50-133.5 Permitted Uses
a) The permitted uses within the enterprise zone overlay district shall be governed by the underlying zoning district. 

50-133.6 Qualification for Local Incentives
The city council shall administer local incentives pursuant to § 59.1-538 of the Code of Virginia (Enterprise Zone Grant Act 2005 and subsequent amendments) and §59.1-543. These incentives may be amended or re-codified from time to time and may include the following benefits for commercial or industrial properties or businesses:

a) Façade Improvement Grant.  This incentive will provide grants to cover 50 percent of the cost of making improvements to building facades, not to exceed $2,500 for any one grant.  The work to be paid for can include painting, cleaning, repairing windows and doors, awnings, and signs.  It can also include landscaping and beautification improvements.  The priority for this incentive is on downtown business establishments to improve storefronts and building appearances, however other businesses in the EZ are eligible.  It is a reimbursable grant based on documentation of actual expenditures. The following requirements shall be satisfied prior to qualification for a Façade Improvement Grant:

i) Location in the Enterprise Zone Overlay District;
ii) Provision and documentation of a 1:1 match for awarded grant funds;
iii) Payment of all taxes and fees due to the City in a timely manner during the grant period; and
iv) Satisfactory completion of the application process.

b) Location Assistance to Business Owners.  The purpose of this incentive is to encourage new businesses to locate downtown. Businesses that create and maintain at least 4 FTE positions as well as stay within their location for at least two (2) years are eligible to apply at signing of lease or purchase agreement.  The total award of location assistance is not to exceed $500 monthly for six months. This grant will be in the form of a forgivable loan with 50 percent to be forgiven at the end of year one (1) and 100 percent to be forgiven at the end of year two (2).  Existing businesses are eligible upon expansion if the expansion includes creation of at least 4 FTE positions and maintenance of those positions for at least two (2) years.  The following requirements shall be satisfied prior to qualification for a Location Assistance Grant:
  Location in Enterprise Zone Overlay District and Main Street District;
i) The creation of at least four (4) new full-time positions or full-time equivalent positions, to be maintained for at least 2 (two) years; 
ii) Payment of all taxes and fees due to the City in a timely manner during the grant period;
iii) Entrance into a grant performance agreement with the City of Bristol Industrial Development Authority, acting on behalf of the City of Bristol; and
iv) Satisfactory completion of the application process.

c) Job Training Grant. This incentive will provide a grant to eligible businesses that are creating or retaining jobs to offset job training costs.  The grant will be provided on a reimbursement basis after the business has documented the type of training and cost. The total Job Training Grant award will be capped at 50% of the cost not to exceed $500 per employee.  The grant can be used for pre-employment or new employee training for jobs that are available to low and moderate income persons or training to upgrade the skills of existing workers.  This grant can supplement other job training funds including but not limited to the Virginia Jobs Investment Program. The following requirements shall be satisfied prior to qualification for a Job Training Grant:

i) Location in Enterprise Zone Overlay District;
ii) Provision and documentation of a 1:1 match for awarded grant funds;
iii) Workers trained must be documented low or moderate income and must have been in the position and on the payroll for at least 90 days;
iv) (4) Payment of all taxes and fees due to the City in a timely manner during the grant period, and
v) (5) Satisfactory completion of the application process.

d) Rehabilitated Real Estate Tax Exemption.  There is hereby granted, as provided in this section, an exemption from city taxation of real estate located within the Enterprise Zone Overlay District which has been substantially rehabilitated for commercial or industrial use, as allowed by Code of Virginia §58.1-3221, as amended. For the purposes of this section, any real estate shall be deemed to have been substantially rehabilitated when a structure, which is no less than 15 years of age, has been so improved as to increase the assessed value of the structure by no less than 50 percent and by an amount of at least $50,000

i) Amount; duration. The exemption provided in subsection d) of this section shall not exceed an amount equal to the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation of the commercial or industrial structure as determined by the commissioner of the revenue.  The exemption as set out below shall commence on January 1 of the year following completion of the rehabilitation or replacement and shall run with the real estate as set out. The exemption shall be computed in accordance with the following schedule:
(1)   During the first year through the fifth year the exemption allowed shall be 100 percent of the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation of the commercial or industrial structure.
(2)   In the sixth year the exemption allowed shall be 80 percent of the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation of the commercial or industrial structure.
(3)   In the seventh year the exemption allowed shall be 60 percent of the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation of the commercial or industrial structure.
(4)   In the eighth year the exemption allowed shall be 40 percent of the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation of the commercial or industrial structure.
(5)   In the ninth year the exemption allowed shall be 20 percent of the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation of the commercial or industrial structure.
 (6)In the tenth year and thereafter the exemption shall terminate. The exemption as set out above shall commence on January 1 of the year following completion of the rehabilitation or replacement and shall run with the real estate as set out.
ii) Effect on land book assessment. Nothing in this section shall be construed as to permit the commissioner of the revenue to list upon the land books any reduced value due to the exemption determined as provided in subsection (i).

iii) Application; fee and process. Any qualified commercial or industrial real estate owner desiring the exemption provided by this section shall file an application, and pay any associated fee, with the community development and planning department.  The application shall be filed and processed in accordance with the following procedures:

(1) The owner shall file an application with the Department of Community Development prior to the initiation of the rehabilitation of the structure and shall include the non-refundable processing fee.  A copy of the application will be forwarded to the commissioner of revenue.
(2) Within a reasonable time after receipt of an application, the commissioner shall determine if the structure described by the application meets the age, location, and use criteria of an eligible structure and shall determine the assessed base value of the structure if it is an eligible structure.  If the structure is not an eligible structure, the commissioner shall, in a timely manner, provide the owner with written notice of such determination.   
(3) The rehabilitation must be completed (and evidenced by the date of the certificate of occupancy issued by the city building official) within two (2) years after the date of the filing of the application.
(4) Within sixty (60) days of the issue date of the certificate of occupancy, the owner shall notify the commissioner in writing that the rehabilitation is complete, and the commissioner shall, within a reasonable time period, inspect the property to determine whether the subject of the application is an eligible structure and to determine the amount of the rehabilitated real estate tax exemption based on the rehabilitation value.
(5) Upon determination of the tax exemption amount, the commissioner shall provide timely notice to the city manager, enterprise zone administrator, and city treasurer.  Following this notification, the City Council may authorize the commissioner of revenue to exonerate the appropriate value in order to carry out the tax exemption.  
(6) The exemption resulting from the rehabilitation of an eligible structure shall commence on January 1 of the next tax year following completion of the rehabilitation, as defined by the date of issuance of the certificate occupancy, and the commissioner’s determination that the structure is eligible for the tax exemption.
(7) The rehabilitated real estate tax exemption shall run with the real estate for a period of five years from the commencement of the exemption as set forth in this section.  The owner of such real property, during each of the years of exemption, shall be entitled to the amount of exemption as described in the five-year decreasing exemption schedule described in section i) above, subject to the requirement in (g) below.
(8) Only one tax exemption under this section may be applicable to any eligible structure during the life of the structure.
(9) The making of any false statement in any application, affidavit or other information supplied for the purpose of determination of eligibility and the amount of the rehabilitated real estate tax exemption shall constitute a Class 2 misdemeanor.  
(10) The commissioner, with advice of the city manager and city treasurer, may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this section as are deemed necessary for the effective administration of this article.

iv) Verification of eligibility. No property shall be eligible for such exemption unless the appropriate building permits, including a certificate of occupancy, have been acquired and the commissioner of the revenue has verified that the rehabilitation indicated on the application has been completed, and evidence is provided that the rehabilitation has met the threshold requirements in d) above.  In addition, all current city taxes on the real estate must be paid for the property to be eligible for the real estate tax exemption.

v) Avoidance of duplicative incentives.  The amount of exemption may be limited by other incentives or cash grants that could provide greater monetary benefit to the property owner.  An applicant may not be eligible for both an exemption under this section in addition to a cash grant based on anticipated real estate tax revenue. The director of economic development may make a determination, considering also the preference of the applicant, as to the preferred incentive method, and shall make that determination known to the commissioner of revenue.

vi) The exemption created by section d) shall be available to an owner for only so long as the real estate continues to be used for commercial and industrial use.  For any property to qualify, the real estate must be in use as solely commercial or industrial use at the time of the initial notification of completion of the rehabilitation, and at the beginning of the tax year (January 1) for subsequent years of eligibility.   

e) Expedited Permitting. The incentive is meant to assist companies that are locating or expanding inside the Enterprise Zone Overlay District with getting active assistance from the City in expediting any permitting process that may be required at the local level.

50-133.7 Application
Any new business firm seeking to receive local Enterprise Zone incentives shall make application to the Local Zone Administrator on forms provided by City of Bristol Community Development and Planning Department. The Local Zone Administrator may require the new business firm to provide documentation establishing that said new business firm has met the requirements for the receipt of local Enterprise Zone incentives. Failure to provide requested documentation shall result in a denial of the new business firm's application for local incentives. Upon approval of any new business firm application for local Enterprise Zone incentives, the Local Zone Administrator shall submit a written report to the Assistant City Manager indicating the name and address of the qualifying business firm and the local Enterprise Zone incentives for which it is qualified. The Local Zone Administrator may require the new business firm to provide additional documentation from time to time to assure that said new business firm retains the requisite qualifications for the receipt of local Enterprise Zone incentives. In the event that any new business firm fails to maintain the requisite qualifications for the receipt of local Enterprise Zone incentives, the Local Zone Administrator shall inform the new business firm, in writing, that it is no longer qualified for the receipt of local incentives and shall send a copy of said notice to the Assistant City Manager.

Annotation –The intent of amendment __ is to provide for the creation and use of an Enterprise Zone Overlay District to allow Enterprise Zone incentives enabling business development.  

SECTION 3.	Jurisdictional Boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District
The jurisdictional boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District shall be as represented in the attached official Bristol, Virginia Enterprise Zone Overlay District Map and as described below:

City of Bristol Virginia Enterprise Zone  -  Center
Beginning at point in the City of Bristol Virginia having the Virginia South State Plane Coordinate North = 3,400,100.34   East = 10,406,342.25; 
thence S 62°33'09" W a distance of 786.44'; thence S 31°06'32" W a distance of 352.82';
thence S 82°46'19" W a distance of 538.13';thence N 60°13'13" W a distance of 608.80';
thence S 31°56'09" W a distance of 637.05';thence S 34°44'27" W a distance of 165.43';
thence S 37°03'11" W a distance of 319.79';thence S 35°27'59" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 38°01'31" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 40°35'03" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 43°08'35" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 45°42'07" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 48°15'39" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 50°49'11" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 53°22'43" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 55°56'15" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 58°29'47" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 61°03'19" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 63°36'51" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 66°10'23" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 68°43'54" W a distance of 56.54';thence S 71°17'26" W a distance of 56.54';
thence S 69°10'29" W a distance of 151.38';thence S 09°25'37" W a distance of 157.99';
thence N 70°34'21" W a distance of 133.10';thence N 71°24'47" W a distance of 186.28';
thence N 78°32'16" W a distance of 115.32';thence N 81°59'37" W a distance of 64.79';
thence N 70°15'32" W a distance of 252.88';thence S 18°23'16" W a distance of 498.33';
thence S 85°11'31" E a distance of 279.63';thence S 87°11'04" E a distance of 318.09';
thence S 66°42'50" E a distance of 223.97';thence S 36°13'38" W a distance of 603.68';
thence N 85°51'01" W a distance of 2950.97';thence N 01°49'06" E a distance of 164.15';
thence N 85°12'29" W a distance of 436.42';thence N 02°32'41" E a distance of 117.30';
thence N 13°34'14" W a distance of 77.69';thence N 37°34'07" W a distance of 42.71';
thence N 84°46'46" W a distance of 515.16';thence N 14°49'29" W a distance of 1009.65';
thence N 69°32'12" E a distance of 828.31';thence N 12°43'28" W a distance of 248.29';
thence N 69°40'37" E a distance of 149.96';thence N 16°58'32" W a distance of 517.33';
thence S 70°03'58" W a distance of 1038.80';thence N 21°23'45" W a distance of 478.27';
thence N 48°48'51" E a distance of 636.70';thence N 14°15'52" E a distance of 158.53';
thence N 07°42'03" W a distance of 816.22';thence N 04°05'08" E a distance of 328.96';
thence N 17°21'14" E a distance of 174.62';thence N 44°36'37" E a distance of 270.70';
thence N 52°12'51" W a distance of 293.27';thence N 20°23'10" E a distance of 82.23';
thence N 10°18'17" E a distance of 116.46';thence N 45°00'00" E a distance of 132.58';
thence N 60°54'36" E a distance of 273.17';thence N 01°52'18" W a distance of 664.42';
thence S 87°30'38" W a distance of 199.84';thence N 58°12'46" W a distance of 362.54';
thence N 64°36'55" W a distance of 1225.05';thence N 44°41'11" E a distance of 672.74';
thence S 61°44'10" E a distance of 458.28';thence N 60°38'32" E a distance of 239.03';
thence N 68°02'40" E a distance of 437.83';thence N 26°19'42" W a distance of 187.89';
thence N 45°43'08" E a distance of 282.75';thence N 82°52'30" E a distance of 104.98';
thence N 86°04'59" E a distance of 586.24';thence S 13°34'59" E a distance of 665.31';
thence S 47°21'24" W a distance of 62.41';thence S 45°20'54" W a distance of 62.41';
thence S 43°20'23" W a distance of 62.41';thence S 41°19'53" W a distance of 62.41';
thence S 39°19'22" W a distance of 62.41';thence S 37°18'52" W a distance of 62.41';
thence S 35°18'21" W a distance of 62.41';thence S 33°17'51" W a distance of 62.41';
thence S 31°17'20" W a distance of 62.41';thence S 20°37'51" W a distance of 543.99';
thence S 64°07'43" E a distance of 260.87';thence N 72°01'51" E a distance of 337.65';
thence S 19°10'44" E a distance of 317.08';thence S 59°27'09" W a distance of 307.43';
thence S 03°48'51" W a distance of 260.99';thence S 61°41'57" W a distance of 384.50';
thence S 41°11'09" W a distance of 138.41';thence S 23°25'43" W a distance of 141.91';
thence S 18°18'30" W a distance of 248.70';thence S 03°41'29" E a distance of 674.14';
thence S 10°03'38" E a distance of 1366.50';thence S 37°41'39" E a distance of 120.67';
thence S 15°22'35" E a distance of 900.28';thence N 22°08'08" E a distance of 276.45';
thence N 65°13'29" E a distance of 186.43';thence N 79°49'28" E a distance of 171.98';
thence S 46°56'29" E a distance of 362.35';thence S 24°31'11" E a distance of 271.92';
thence S 06°48'33" E a distance of 292.86';thence S 04°03'41" W a distance of 735.35';
thence S 85°38'18" E a distance of 513.64';thence S 01°36'54" W a distance of 230.99';
thence S 65°43'32" E a distance of 242.82';thence S 71°33'54" E a distance of 164.70';
thence S 87°30'38" E a distance of 299.76';thence N 23°32'24" E a distance of 478.16';
thence N 67°06'34" W a distance of 212.01';thence N 27°24'27" E a distance of 264.01';
thence S 61°08'40" E a distance of 242.82';thence N 33°55'03" E a distance of 303.35';
thence N 32°22'50" E a distance of 210.72';thence N 38°47'32" W a distance of 175.97';
thence N 09°19'45" E a distance of 237.14';thence N 38°31'18" W a distance of 134.92';
thence N 47°33'25" W a distance of 184.34';thence N 62°04'03" W a distance of 432.91';
thence N 30°04'07" E a distance of 367.01';thence N 68°55'10" E a distance of 340.92';
thence S 68°20'03" E a distance of 163.64';thence S 07°52'53" E a distance of 217.39';
thence S 58°13'33" E a distance of 487.39';thence S 31°49'46" W a distance of 383.82';
thence S 35°59'57" W a distance of 155.37';thence S 59°45'01" E a distance of 211.19';
thence S 35°46'07" W a distance of 220.15';thence S 68°45'16" E a distance of 451.48';
thence N 26°05'52" E a distance of 198.09';thence S 69°26'38" E a distance of 95.23';
thence N 31°30'46" E a distance of 273.41';thence S 60°33'57" E a distance of 87.53';
thence S 29°08'41" W a distance of 247.43';thence S 63°22'17" E a distance of 175.28';
thence N 38°37'45" E a distance of 179.90';thence N 38°25'52" E a distance of 50.97';
thence N 74°22'13" E a distance of 190.44';thence N 74°28'33" E a distance of 194.60';
thence N 50°11'40" E a distance of 162.71';thence N 39°07'49" E a distance of 396.14';
thence N 34°34'23" E a distance of 525.01';thence N 59°02'10" W a distance of 182.22';
thence N 33°41'24" E a distance of 169.01';thence N 56°49'17" W a distance of 970.76';
thence N 30°57'50" E a distance of 759.24';thence N 58°27'55" W a distance of 537.75';
thence N 51°20'25" E a distance of 300.15';thence N 68°48'21" E a distance of 273.72';
thence N 75°29'20" E a distance of 91.46';thence N 21°38'40" W a distance of 353.02';
thence N 70°54'23" E a distance of 573.20';thence S 81°15'14" E a distance of 68.50';
thence S 28°18'03" W a distance of 538.30';thence S 62°09'09" E a distance of 312.20';
thence S 67°18'22" E a distance of 310.50';thence S 46°32'53" E a distance of 136.32';
thence S 28°53'41" W a distance of 1088.65';thence S 56°00'57" E a distance of 614.07';
thence N 33°02'05" E a distance of 1148.74';thence N 19°07'11" E a distance of 413.43';
thence N 01°24'52" E a distance of 422.00';thence N 00°40'55" E a distance of 437.53';
thence N 79°11'47" W a distance of 681.10';thence N 21°27'59" E a distance of 397.08';
thence N 48°02'57" E a distance of 530.56';thence N 55°08'23" E a distance of 1325.29';
thence N 52°57'53" E a distance of 0.72';thence N 47°58'33" E a distance of 145.88';
thence N 18°55'29" E a distance of 256.94';thence N 31°42'05" E a distance of 277.52';
thence N 48°50'14" E a distance of 1614.25';thence N 43°20'15" E a distance of 1861.85';
thence S 49°07'39" E a distance of 477.55';thence S 43°19'54" E a distance of 253.00';
thence S 17°25'05" W a distance of 185.59';thence S 59°59'42" W a distance of 1138.72';
thence S 61°17'39" W a distance of 332.54';thence S 16°33'58" W a distance of 572.37';
thence S 49°11'06" W a distance of 302.80';thence S 42°51'47" W a distance of 1316.92';
thence N 47°28'52" W a distance of 36.06';thence N 51°21'10" W a distance of 36.06';
thence N 55°13'28" W a distance of 36.06';thence N 59°05'46" W a distance of 36.06';
thence N 62°58'03" W a distance of 36.06';thence N 66°50'21" W a distance of 36.06';
thence N 70°42'39" W a distance of 36.06';thence N 74°34'57" W a distance of 36.06';
thence N 78°27'15" W a distance of 36.06';thence N 82°19'33" W a distance of 36.06';
thence N 86°11'51" W a distance of 36.06';thence N 86°10'38" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 88°09'33" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 82°29'45" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 76°49'56" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 71°10'08" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 65°30'19" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 59°50'30" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 54°10'42" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 48°30'53" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 42°51'05" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 37°11'16" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 31°31'27" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 25°51'39" W a distance of 25.33';
thence S 20°11'50" W a distance of 25.33';thence S 14°05'21" W a distance of 114.11';
thence S 13°39'26" W a distance of 333.58';thence S 45°44'28" W a distance of 433.38';
thence S 66°56'45" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 63°35'32" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 60°14'18" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 56°53'05" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 53°31'52" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 50°10'38" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 46°49'25" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 43°28'12" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 40°06'58" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 36°45'45" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 33°24'32" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 30°03'18" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 26°42'05" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 23°20'52" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 19°59'38" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 16°38'25" W a distance of 40.23';
thence S 13°17'12" W a distance of 40.23';thence S 05°36'43" W a distance of 814.10';
thence S 02°29'22" W a distance of 359.71';thence S 23°39'15" W a distance of 344.01';
thence S 77°54'19" E a distance of 298.29';thence S 68°34'29" E a distance of 221.00';
thence S 30°13'32" E a distance of 693.20';

to the point of beginning and having an area of 399.0 acres.

City of Bristol Virginia Enterprise Zone  -  East
Beginning at point in the City of Bristol Virginia having the Virginia South State Plane Coordinate North = 3,408,277.47   East = 10,416,574.94; 

thence N 77°18'24" E a distance of 252.65';thence N 77°02'50" E a distance of 267.22';
thence S 89°42'28" E a distance of 453.71';thence S 05°42'38" W a distance of 244.27';
thence S 01°19'28" W a distance of 300.43';thence S 00°18'23" E a distance of 378.77';
thence S 17°02'16" E a distance of 337.74';thence S 19°26'24" E a distance of 187.79';
thence S 28°45'13" E a distance of 914.89';thence N 59°23'02" E a distance of 1104.49';
thence S 30°17'11" E a distance of 717.75';thence N 63°26'06" E a distance of 512.43';
thence S 88°01'30" E a distance of 151.13';thence N 79°05'23" E a distance of 707.82';
thence S 26°57'14" E a distance of 305.14';thence S 37°19'21" W a distance of 336.93';
thence S 16°16'26" W a distance of 291.18';thence S 29°40'23" W a distance of 515.52';
thence S 58°20'19" W a distance of 1512.09';thence N 27°57'37" W a distance of 643.06';
thence S 63°26'06" W a distance of 213.51';thence N 29°07'50" W a distance of 381.60';
thence S 62°01'14" W a distance of 440.36';thence S 23°55'57" E a distance of 676.19';
thence S 60°08'40" W a distance of 446.40';thence S 49°17'58" W a distance of 453.04';
thence S 55°33'40" W a distance of 331.55';thence S 58°04'45" W a distance of 374.31';
thence S 27°32'48" W a distance of 951.63';thence N 60°48'09" W a distance of 101.43';
thence S 25°55'51" W a distance of 315.63';thence N 73°03'34" W a distance of 473.68';
thence N 14°58'54" E a distance of 191.40';thence N 72°08'59" W a distance of 322.83';
thence N 15°56'43" E a distance of 189.59';thence N 45°00'00" E a distance of 176.78';
thence N 74°08'26" W a distance of 238.23';thence N 45°55'47" E a distance of 1475.17';
thence S 26°57'57" E a distance of 166.54';thence N 60°29'01" E a distance of 1538.17';
thence N 25°51'59" W a distance of 191.01';thence N 61°27'14" E a distance of 148.23';
thence N 27°42'42" W a distance of 2095.37';thence N 24°14'45" E a distance of 311.79';
thence N 09°20'56" W a distance of 360.69';thence N 03°16'14" E a distance of 152.16';
thence N 72°59'34" E a distance of 368.70';thence N 00°35'47" E a distance of 319.69';
thence S 67°00'41" W a distance of 388.96';thence S 76°43'46" W a distance of 472.69';
thence N 11°27'57" W a distance of 392.77';

to the point of beginning and having an area of 177.3 acres.
City of Bristol Virginia Enterprise Zone  -  West
Beginning at point in the City of Bristol Virginia having the Virginia South State Plane Coordinate North = 3,399,308.79   East = 10,390,516.86;

thence N 65°19'42" E a distance of 375.99';thence N 61°39'22" E a distance of 250.13';
thence S 41°39'15" E a distance of 159.86';thence S 60°52'30" E a distance of 88.62';
thence N 57°41'03" E a distance of 182.66';thence N 54°43'50" E a distance of 285.81';
thence S 50°19'56" E a distance of 413.84';thence N 54°38'40" E a distance of 92.80';
thence N 52°02'34" W a distance of 461.86';thence N 54°30'29" W a distance of 252.68';
thence N 63°14'01" E a distance of 331.53';thence S 28°03'32" E a distance of 267.80';
thence N 62°23'51" E a distance of 192.97';thence S 27°47'09" E a distance of 127.55';
thence N 60°05'56" E a distance of 256.85';thence S 27°37'29" E a distance of 154.22';
thence N 53°30'35" E a distance of 162.45';thence S 32°13'54" E a distance of 3.84';
thence N 54°21'17" E a distance of 555.06';thence S 15°31'47" E a distance of 723.87';
thence S 73°21'45" W a distance of 154.02';thence S 76°15'03" W a distance of 188.21';
thence S 15°03'54" E a distance of 154.15';thence S 74°00'47" W a distance of 568.03';
thence N 37°19'32" W a distance of 139.73';thence N 41°47'47" W a distance of 263.61';
thence S 45°00'00" W a distance of 89.37';thence S 40°15'13" E a distance of 606.70';
thence S 38°31'01" W a distance of 248.57';thence N 38°15'48" W a distance of 224.21';
thence S 49°07'05" W a distance of 705.14';thence S 71°06'14" W a distance of 247.85';
thence S 82°40'04" W a distance of 238.06';thence S 89°18'50" W a distance of 289.95';
thence N 15°52'04" W a distance of 631.26';thence N 20°52'57" W a distance of 431.49';
to the point of beginning and having an area of 57.3 acres

SECTION 4.	Severability Clause
If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, word or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance.  The Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each section, paragraph, sentence, clause, word or phrase thereof irrespective of any provision being declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid.

SECTION 5. 	Compilation
Section 2 of this ordinance shall be incorporated and made a part of the Bristol, Virginia City Code, with applicable changes in numbering of Articles, Divisions and Sections as required. 

SECTION 6. Effective Date
This ordinance shall take effect 30 days after the second reading.

First Reading:  April 12, 2016

Second Reading: April 26, 2016

Adopted: April 26, 2016


	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to adopt an Ordinance Amending Article II Zoning of the city Code for Bristol Virginia to Create Division 7 Overlay Districts, Creating Section 50-133 Enterprise Zone and Adopting the Jurisdictional Boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District by caption only.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion to adopt an Ordinance Amending Article II Zoning of the city Code for Bristol Virginia to Create Division 7 Overlay Districts, Creating Section 50-133 Enterprise Zone and Adopting the Jurisdictional Boundary of the Enterprise Zone Overlay District by caption only.  Motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hartley and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

4.	Consider and Approve the 2016-2017 CDBG Funding Cycle Action Plan

	Ms. Lauren Calhoun, CDBG Coordinator, advised that the Mayor’s sub-committee recommended the following allocations for the 2016-2017 CDBG Funding Cycle Action Plan: 

FY2017 CDBG Public Service Category
	
	Highlands Community Services - $8,000; Crossroads Medical Mission, Inc. - $5,000; Bristol Public Library - $10,000; People Incorporated of Virginia - $9,000 and Family Promise of Bristol - $3,000.

FY2017 CDBG Community Development Improvement Category

	Crisis Center - $10,500; City of Bristol Van Pelt ADA Improvements - $15,000; City of Bristol Emergency Rehabilitation - $20,000; City of Bristol Fred Hayes Park Expansion - $50,000; City of Bristol Housing Maintenance Partnership - $7,156.80; City of Bristol Sidewalk Improvements - $50,000

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to consider and approve the 2016-2017 CDBG Funding Cycle Action Plan as presented.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion to approve the 2016-2017 CDBG Funding Cycle Action Plan as presented.  Motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hartley and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

	Council Member Brillhart thanked the members of the Mayor’s sub-committee for their work in determining the allocation of the funds.

	Assistant City Manager, Mr. Andrew Trivette, commented on the work performed by Ms. Calhoun and Ms. Morgan on the CDBG application process. 

5.	Consider and Adopt the Bristol Virginia Transit 2016 Development Plan

	Transportation Planner, Mr. Jay Detrick, gave an overview of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) planning and funding process as it relates to City transit projects. 

	Mr. Glen Waters, a representative from Connetics Transportation Group, gave a presentation on City transit operations. He gave an overview of the Transportation Development Plan (TDP). He pointed out that the tools used to develop the plan were: on-board surveys; rider and non-rider interviews; regional stakeholder interviews; peer reviews; and demographic analysis. 

	Recommended changes were: to streamline the Exit 7 Walmart route; to lessen neighborhood penetration; remove one-way loops; have the three current routes each connect at Walmart; and to add a fourth route to serve the Old Abingdon Highway area. 

	A discussion ensued about the recommended changes, the time frame of implementation, and communication of changes to riders. 

	Mr. Detrick explained that the TDP was, at this point, a planning tool only. He stated that the City was not committed to the proposed changes, adding that some of the proposed changes were contingent on the FY17 budget. 

	 Assistant City Manager, Mr. Andrew Trivette, stated that the City was committed to eliminating deviations from the route. He advised that the transit department had requested funds for one additional driver and to update and publish the route schedule. 
 
	Council Member Odum inquired about an additional bus. Mr. Detrick reported that a vehicle had been purchased for the additional route.  

	Vice Mayor Hartley inquired about the hours of availability. Mr. Trivette explained that providing evening and weekend service would require additional funding. 
	 
	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to adopt the Bristol Virginia Transit 2016 Development Plan.

	Council Member Odum made the motion to adopt the Bristol Virginia Transit 2016 Development Plan.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Brillhart and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

6.	Presentation by Mount Rogers Planning District Commission

	Mr. Aaron Sizemore, Executive Director, of the Mount Rogers Planning District Commission, gave an overview of the commission. 

	City Manager, Ms. Tabitha Crowder, pointed out that there were vacancies on Mount Rogers Planning District Commission. 
   
7.	Presentation by CSA Services

	This item was not presented.  The item is to be included in a future agenda.

8.	Consider and Approve Resolution to Elect the Virginia Retirement System 	Alternative Rate

	Chief Financial Officer, Ms. Kim Orfield, advised that the Appropriation Act from prior years allowed political subdivisions to elect to pay either the employer contribution rate certified by the Virginia Retirement System (VRS) or to pay an alternative rate. She continued by stating that, in the past, the City had elected to choose the alternative rate.  She requested approval to move forward with selecting the alternative rate.
 
	Mayor Hubbard read the following Resolution:


EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION RATES FOR COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS, SCHOOL DIVISIONS AND OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
(In accordance with the 2016 Appropriation Act Item 475 (I))

RESOLUTION TO ELECT THE ALTERNATE RATE

	WHEREAS, the 2016 Appropriation Act Item 475(I)(1) requires that an employer pay the contribution rate certified by the VRS Board of Trustees (“Certified Rate”), unless the employer elects to pay an alternate rate as described in Item 475(I)(2) (“Alternate Rate”); and

	WHEREAS, if an employer wishes to pay the Certified Rate, then the employer need not take action on this resolution; and

	WHEREAS, if an employer wishes to pay the Alternate Rate established in the 2016 Appropriation Act, then the employer must pass this resolution on or before July 1, 2016, to elect the Alternate Rate; and

	WHEREAS, any local public school division that elects to pay the Alternate Rate must receive a concurrence of its local governing body documented by a resolution of the governing body on or before July 1, 2016;

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bristol, Virginia (“the Employer”) 55201, does hereby elect to pay the Alternate Rate and acknowledges that its contribution rate effective July 1, 2016 shall be based on the higher of a) the contribution rate in effect for FY 2012, or b) ninety percent of the results of the June 30, 2015 actuarial valuation of assets and liabilities as approved by the Virginia Retirement System Board of Trustees for the 2016-18 biennium; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Employer does hereby certify to the Virginia Retirement System Board of Trustees that it agrees to pay the Alternate Rate of 15.17 % effective July 1, 2016;  and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Employer does hereby acknowledge that, if it is a school division, this resolution shall not become effective unless the Virginia Retirement System receives a concurrence of its local governing body documented by a resolution of the local governing body dated on or before July 1, 2016; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Employer does hereby certify to the Virginia Retirement System Board of Trustees that it has reviewed and understands the information provided by the Virginia Retirement System outlining the potential future fiscal implications of any election made under the provisions of this resolution.


	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to adopt a Resolution to Elect the Virginia Retirement System Alternative Rate.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion to adopt a Resolution to Elect the Virginia Retirement System Alternative Rate.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Odum and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

9.	Consider and Approve Resolution to Implement Member Contribution 	Requirements

	Chief Financial Officer, Ms. Kim Orfield, advised that the 2012 General Assembly amended Code of Virginia §51.1-144(F) to require all Plan 1 and Plan 2 political subdivision employees to begin paying five percent (5%) of the member contributions to the Virginia Retirement System (VRS).  She continued by stating that the City elected to have the employees pay one percent (1%) for five (5) years and that this Resolution completed the phase-in of the member contributions. She requested approval of the Resolution as presented. 

	Mayor Hubbard read the following Resolution:


RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia § 51.1-144(F)(3) requires that, effective July 1, 2016, all employees of a political subdivision who are VRS members shall contribute five percent of their creditable compensation by salary reduction pursuant to Internal Revenue Code § 414(h) on a pre-tax basis; and

WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia § 51.1-144(F)(3) permitted a political subdivision to phase in the mandatory five percent member contribution until all employees paid five percent of creditable compensation effective July 1, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia § 51.1-144(F)(3) permitted a political subdivision to pick up a portion of the member contributions only until the completion of the phase-in period on July 1, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the second enactment clause of Chapter 822 of the 2012 Acts of Assembly (SB 497) requires an increase in total creditable compensation, effective July 1, 2016, to each such employee in service on June 30, 2016, to offset the cost of the member contributions, equal to the percentage increase of the member contribution paid by such pursuant to this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bristol, Virginia (the “Political Subdivision”), 55201, does hereby certify to the Virginia Retirement System Board of Trustees that it shall effect the implementation of the member contribution requirements of Chapter 822 of the 2012 Acts of Assembly (SB 497), codified as Code of Virginia § 51.1-144(F)(3), for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016, and that Plan 1 and Plan 2 employees shall pay the full five percent member contribution by salary reduction on a pre-tax basis; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no salary increases provided solely to offset the cost of required member contributions to the Virginia Retirement System under the second enactment clause of Chapter 822 of the 2012 Acts of Assembly will be used to certify that any salary increases required by the Appropriation Act have been provided.

NOW, THEREFORE, the officers are hereby authorized and directed in the name of the Political Subdivision to carry out the provisions of this resolution, and said officers are authorized and directed to pay over to the Treasurer of Virginia from time to time such sums as are due to be paid by the Political Subdivision for this purpose.

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to adopt a Resolution to Implement Member Contribution Requirements.

	Vice Mayor Hartley made the motion to adopt a Resolution to Implement Member Contribution Requirements.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Odum and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele


	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 10.1 through 10.3 as presented.

10.1	Consider Street Closure Request for Bristol Social Services Day of Fun – April 	30, 2016

10.2	Consider Street Closure Request for Bill Gatton Honda 5K Run – May 28, 2016

10.3	Consider Street Closure Request for AACA Car Show – August 12, 2016

	Vice Mayor Hartley made the motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 10.1 through 10.3 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Brillhart and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSENT:  Steele

C.	Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.


********
******
****
**
*
________________________________                ______________________________
                     City Clerk  						Mayor

