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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BRISTOL, VIRGINIA, CITY COUNCIL WAS HELD ON MAY 10, 2016, AT 6:00 P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 LEE STREET, BRISTOL, VIRGINIA WITH MAYOR ARCHIE HUBBARD, III PRESIDING.  COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE VICE MAYOR WILLIAM HARTLEY, CATHERINE BRILLHART, GUY ODUM, AND JIM STEELE.  CITY MANAGER, TABITHA CROWDER, AND CITY ATTORNEY, PETE CURCIO WERE ALSO PRESENT.


	Mayor Hubbard called for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag.


A.	Matters to be Presented by Members of the Public – Non-Agenda Items

	Ms. Joyce Kistner and Ms. Nancy Marney voiced their concerns about the creek and wetlands at Sugar Hollow Park.

B.	Mayor’s Minute and Council Comments

	Mayor Hubbard recognized the newly elected City Council Members, Mr. Kevin Mumpower and Mr. Doug Fleenor.

	Council Member Steele advised that he had visited the park and he noticed that the creek water was clear and animals were thriving. 

	Vice Mayor Hartley advised that there were several vacancies on City boards and commissions that needed to be filled.  He encouraged the citizens to look on the City’s website for a list of the boards and commissions and to consider applying to serve on these boards.
 
	Council Member Brillhart reminded everyone of the Historic District Preservation Award Ceremony to be held on May 20, 2016, at the Bristol Public Library.  She also pointed out that the Historic District Preservation Committee was accepting nominations for next year’s award ceremony.

1.	Ordinance

	2nd Reading

	Consider Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance to Convey by Quitclaim 	Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc.

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, stated that the Public Hearing and First Reading had occurred and the item presented was for second reading and adoption.  

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion for the second reading of an Ordinance to Convey Quitclaim Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc. by caption only.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion for the second reading of an Ordinance to Convey Quitclaim Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc. by caption only.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Steele and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, Steele, and Hubbard

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Ordinance by caption only:


ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY
BY QUITCLAIM DEED TO MOUNTAIN HERITAGE, INC.

	WHEREAS, by Deed dated December 21, 2000 SWRR Properties, Inc. conveyed to the City of Bristol Virginia, a continuous and unbroken strip of land (except as expressly set out therein). Said property consists of the old railroad bed of the former Virginia and Southwestern Railway, and the Deed is of record in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Washington  County, Virginia at Instrument #000009605, and which property is more particularly described on Exhibit A attached hereto; and

	WHEREAS, the City of Bristol Virginia purchased the property for the purpose of establishing a hiking and biking trail along the railroad bed and for many years pursued the project, (commonly referred to as the Mendota Trail Project), both on the ground and in the Circuit Court for Washington County, Virginia; and

	WHEREAS, the City ultimately abandoned its attempt to establish the hiking and biking trail but maintained a desire that an appropriate organization better suited to complete the project would come forward with a proposal to establish and maintain said trail; and

	WHEREAS, Mountain Heritage, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that has successfully constructed and maintained hiking and biking trails throughout Southwest Virginia. Mountain Heritage, Inc. has stated its desire to acquire the aforementioned railroad bed for the purpose of establishing a publicly accessible hiking and biking trail along said route. It plans to partner with landowners, national, state and county officials, funding sources, volunteer groups and contract workers in order to build and maintain said trail; and

	WHEREAS, the City expressly finds that the proposal submitted by Mountain Heritage, Inc. for the use of the railroad bed as a hiking and biking trail is consistent with the City’s original intent for the use of the property when it acquired it on December 21, 2000; and

	WHEREAS, as a result, the City hereby determines that the public interest will be served by the City conveying the aforementioned property to Mountain Heritage, Inc. for the establishment of a hiking and biking trail along the old Virginia and Southwestern Railway bed; and

	WHEREAS, for the preservation of the property for use as a hiking and biking trail, the City expressly finds that the Quitclaim Deed shall include a reversionary clause until such time as the first segment of the project is officially opened for public use, and documents declaring it so, are recorded in the Circuit Court Clerk’s office for Washington County, Virginia. Upon said recordation the reversionary clause shall be self-extinguishing; and

	WHEREAS, this transfer requires public notice in the newspaper for two successive weeks and further requires that a public hearing be held prior to transfer; and

	WHEREAS, having advertised the same once a week for two successive weeks and posted at the front door of the Courthouse for two successive weeks at the same time, and 

	WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was held on April 12, 2016.

	NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Bristol Virginia, pursuant to Sections 2.04 and 14.01 of the Charter of the City of Bristol that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute a Quitclaim Deed containing a reversionary clause as set forth hereinabove, transferring all title as more particularly described on Exhibit A attached hereto to Mountain Heritage, Inc. for the construction and maintenance of a hiking and biking trail along said property, in accordance with this ordinance.

First Reading:  April 26, 2016

Second Reading:  May 10, 2016

Adopted:  May 10, 2016


	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to adopt an Ordinance to Convey Quitclaim Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion to adopt an Ordinance to Convey Quitclaim Deed Property to Mountain Heritage, Inc.  Motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hartley and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, Steele, and Hubbard

2.	Ordinance

	2nd Reading
Consider Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol, Virginia

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, advised that a public hearing and first reading had occurred and the item presented was for second reading and adoption.  

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion for the second reading of an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol Virginia by caption only.

	Council Member Odum made the motion for the second reading of an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol Virginia by caption only.  Motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hartley and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, Steele, and Hubbard

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Ordinance by caption only:


ORDINANCE FOR EXEMPTION FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION
FOR HIGHLANDS FELLOWSHIP

	WHEREAS, Highlands Fellowship has requested that the City Council for the City of Bristol, Virginia grant an exemption from taxation of its real property located at 134  Commerce Court, in the City of Bristol pursuant to § 58.1-3651 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended; and

	WHEREAS, Highlands Fellowship is a tax exempt organization pursuant to § 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and it uses its real property for religious purposes; and
	WHEREAS, a public hearing was held after publication of notice as required by § 58.1-3651(B) of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended; and

	WHEREAS, the City Council has determined, based upon the investigation of the Commissioner of Revenue, that Highlands Fellowship meets the statutory requirements of Va. Code § 58.1-3651.

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Bristol Virginia that Highlands Fellowship is hereby granted an exemption from payment of real property taxes to the City of Bristol Virginia, effective with the 2016 real property tax assessment.  Said exemption shall remain in effect only so long as Highlands Fellowship continues to use its real property at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol, Virginia for religious purposes as a nonprofit organization.

First Reading:  April 26, 2016

Second Reading:  May 10, 2016

Adopted:  May 10, 2016


	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to adopt an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol Virginia.

	Council Member Odum made the motion to adopt an Ordinance Granting Exemption from Bristol, Virginia Property Tax Relative to Highlands Fellowship Church Located at 134 Commerce Court, Bristol Virginia. Motion was seconded by Council Member Steele and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, Steele, and Hubbard

3.	Presentation by CSA Services

	Mr. Andre Richmond, Program Director of Children’s Services Act (CSA), gave a presentation on CSA Services highlighting the accomplishments and the challenges of the local CSA teams. Mr. Richmond reported that CSA was mandated to serve children in foster care, children at imminent risk of entering foster care, and children receiving special education services. Mr. Richmond explained that the Commonwealth of Virginia provided reimbursement of expenditures minus a required local match. He advised that the cost of services was rising.

	Mayor Hubbard and Council Member Steele thanked Mr. Richmond for the good work he and his staff have done to help the children of the community.

	Vice Mayor Hartley suggested going to the state legislators and explain the impact of these CSA mandates on southwest Virginia localities. 

	Council Member Brillhart thanked Mr. Richmond for his service to the community.

4.	Presentation of the Third Quarter Financial Report for FY15-16	

	Chief Financial Officer, Ms. Kim Orfield, presented the financial report for the third quarter ending March 31, 2016. She advised that General Fund revenues recognized were at seventy-nine point sixty-one percent (79.61%) and that the expenses were at eighty-four point eighty-nine percent (84.89%).  She reported that Solid Waste revenues recognized were at seventy-four point sixty-nine percent (74.69%) and that the expenses were at seventy-six point fifty-seven percent (76.57%).

	Ms. Orfield pointed out that tax anticipation notes (TANS) used as of March 31, 2016, were two million, four hundred thousand dollars ($2,400,000) compared to TANS used as of March 31, 2015, which were six million, seven hundred thousand dollars ($6,700,000). 
	
5.	Presentation of the FY16-17 Draft Budget

	City Manager, Ms. Tabitha Crowder, gave a presentation on the FY16-17 Draft Budget.  She reported that the proposed draft budget was structurally balanced in that recurring expenses were funded with recurring revenue. She reported that the FY 16-17 budget furthered management’s goals of reducing TANS and building a reserve fund which was independent of operating capital.

	Ms. Crowder advised that balancing the budget would require increases in the real estate, personal property, and cigarette tax rates. She advised there would be increases in fees for City services. 

	Ms. Crowder advised that expenses would be reduced by postponing capital projects, reducing expenditures, and eliminating staff positions. She added that funding of outside agencies would also be reduced. 

6.1	Consider Approval of the Minutes:	Joint Called Meeting – March 31, 2016
						Regular Meeting – April 12, 2016
						Regular Meeting – April 26, 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the Joint Called Meeting of March 31, 2016.

	Council Member Odum made the motion to approve the minutes from the Joint Called Meeting of March 31, 2016.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Brillhart and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Odum, Steele, and Hubbard

ABSTAIN:  Hartley

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting of April 12, 2016.

	Council Member Brillhart made the motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting of April 12, 2016.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Steele and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, Steele, and Hubbard

	Mayor Hubbard entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting of April 26, 2016.

	Council Member Odum made the motion to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting of April 12, 2016.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Brillhart and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Brillhart, Hartley, Odum, and Hubbard

ABSTAIN:  Steele

C.	Adjournment

	There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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