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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BRISTOL, VIRGINIA, CITY COUNCIL WAS HELD ON AUGUST 23, 2016, AT 6:00 P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 LEE STREET, BRISTOL, VIRGINIA WITH MAYOR WILLIAM HARTLEY PRESIDING. COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT WERE VICE MAYOR JIM STEELE, J. DOUGLAS FLEENOR, ARCHIE HUBBARD, III, AND KEVIN MUMPOWER.  CITY MANAGER, TABITHA CROWDER, AND CITY ATTORNEY, PETE CURCIO WERE ALSO PRESENT.


	Mayor Hartley called for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	

A.	Mayor’s Minute and Council Comments

	Mayor Hartley pointed out changes being made to the agenda and advised that they were working on rules and procedures for Council meetings.  He also advised that the meetings were now available on YouTube.

	He gave a brief overview of the layout for the agenda and pointed out that public comments would be permitted at the end of the meeting to allow time for the business portion of the meeting.  He advised that lights would be used to indicate the allotted time for speakers to present their comments.  He advised that all speakers would be required to direct their comments to the Council Members and not others in the audience.

 	As a follow-up to the previous meeting, Mayor Hartley pointed out that Davenport and Company recommended implementing financial policies.

	Council Member Fleenor asked Police Chief Austin if there were measures in place to educate the public about possible terrorist activity in the City.

	Chief Austin reported that the Police Department educated the public through neighborhood watch meetings and civic group meetings. He advised that citizens were encouraged to report activity which was out of the ordinary. 

	Council Member Hubbard commented on citizens withholding information out of fear. 

	Chief Austin advised that the Police Department did take anonymous tips. 

 
1.	Presentation of Treasurer’s Tax Collection Report

	City Treasurer, Ms. Angel Harris, gave an overview of the FY15-16 Tax Collection Report.  She reported that the 2016 real estate tax collection rate was at eighty-nine percent (89%). She reported that the delinquent personal property tax during the period of 2011- 2015 was ninety-five percent (95%) collected. She stated that the delinquent tax balance due was one million, seven hundred forty thousand, four hundred twenty-three dollars ($1,740,423).

	Ms. Harris reported that fifteen (15) parcels were sold in FY15-16 and an additional eighty-seven (87) parcels were in the judicial tax sale litigation process.  

	Council Member Mumpower asked what the treasurer’s office needed to collect the balance due. Ms. Harris stated that she could collect the outstanding one million, seven hundred forty thousand, four hundred twenty-three dollars ($1,740,423) if she had one additional staff member. 

2.	Consider a Request to Publish a Delinquent Personal Property Tax List

	Council Member Mumpower inquired about the percentage of collections that publishing the names of the delinquent taxes would generate.

	City Treasurer, Ms. Angel Harris, advised that it would be around one to two percent (1%-2%).

	Following an in-depth discussion, Mayor Hartley entertained a motion to consider the request to publish a delinquent personal property tax list.

	Council Member Mumpower made the motion to table the request to publish a delinquent personal property tax list.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Fleenor and carried by the following votes:
AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Mumpower, Steele, and Hartley

3.	Ordinance

	2nd Reading

	Consider Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance to Repeal and 	Reenact the Appendix to Chapter 70 of the City Code

	City Manager, Ms. Tabitha Crowder, advised that this was presented at the previous meeting and that no changes had been made to the Ordinance. 

	Mayor Hartley entertained a motion for the second reading of an Ordinance to repeal and reenact the Appendix to Chapter 70 of the City Code by caption only.

	Council Member Fleenor made the motion for the second reading of an Ordinance to repeal and reenact the Appendix to Chapter 70 of the City Code by caption only.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Hubbard and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Mumpower, Steele, and Hartley

	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Ordinance by caption only:


AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REENACT THE APPENDIX
 TO CHAPTER 70 OF THE CITY CODE

	BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council for the City of Bristol Virginia that the Appendix to Chapter 70 of the City Code should be and hereby is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 70—SOLID WASTE FEES 
(1)	Collection Fees for City Services. 

(a)	Single and two-family attached and detached residences, condominiums, townhouses, and any other residential unit where electric service is individually metered. Each residence and residential unit will be assessed a collection fee. The city will provide a refuse receptacle for each residence. Waste will be collected once a week. Fees will remain in place and waste shall be collected while utilities are turned on, regardless if the residence or residential unit is occupied or vacant.
	Monthly Fees Payable with Utility Bill 

$18.00
 (b)	Nonresidential establishments and non-individually electric metered multiple residential units where service is provided with not more than four 95 gallon and/or 300 gallon, or any combination thereof, automated collection containers, provided by the City. Only locations which are accessible to automated collection vehicles will be served.
	Charge, Payable Quarterly 

1.	95 gallon containers: $80.00 first container, $35.00 each additional container. 
2.	300 gallon containers: $160.00 first container, $85.00 each additional container.
Rates are based on one collection a week. If service is requested for more than one collection a week, additional collections shall be billed at half the rate. 
 (c)	Eleemosynary Institutions. The city will provide 95 gallon and/or 300 gallon automated collection containers. Only locations which are accessible to automated collection vehicles will be served. It shall be the responsibility of the institution to apply for and provide the necessary information to qualify for this category. 
	Charge, Payable Quarterly 

1.	95 gallon containers: $65.00 first container, $20.00 each additional container.
2.	300 gallon containers: $100.00 first container, $55.00 each additional container.
Rates are based on one collection a week. If service is requested for more than one collection a week, additional collections shall be billed at half the rate.  
 (d)	Bulk wood, brush or bulk waste collection for city-served nonresidential, multi-family locations and eleemosynary institutions. Upon request, the city may provide special collection services to city-served establishments. A deposit in the amount of a single service load plus a one ton disposal fee is required prior to any collection. 
	Charge, Special Collections and Disposal 
$35.00 per collection service plus disposal fees at gate rate (one ton minimum). Service requiring more than a single load shall be considered as separate services for each load, and charged accordingly.
(e)	Excess brush or waste collection for city-served single and two-family attached and detached residence, condominiums, townhouses and any other residential unit where electric service is individually metered. The city retains the right to refuse to collect waste from residences where the volume exceeds the limits established in this chapter. Upon the request of the owner or resident, the city may provide special collection services to the residence. A deposit in the amount of a single service load is required prior to any collection. 
	Charge, Special Collections and Disposal 
$150.00 per collection for excessive brush, demolition, construction waste requiring the service of a grapple truck or rear loader.
Service requiring more than a single load shall be considered as separate services for each load, and charged accordingly.

(2)	Disposal Fees. 

(a)	Municipal solid waste ....$30.00* per ton. 
(b)	Inert (rock, brick, concrete, asphalt) waste ....$30.00 per ton.
(c)	Construction and demolition waste ....$30.00* per ton.  
(d)	Brush ....$35.00* per ton.  
(e)	Minimum fee for (a) - (d) except as noted in (j) ....$15.00
(f)	Leaves, grass, and yard waste $35.00* per ton.  
(g)	Bulk waste tire processing fee; tires not to exceed 24.5-inch wheel size (rimless only) ....$115.00* per ton. 
(h)	Tires not to exceed 24.5-inch wheel size (rimless only) brought in by other than Bristol, Virginia private residents ....$6.50 each
(i)	Surcharge for each tire on rim, or encrusted with mud or rocks (e.g. waste stream tires) ....$6.50 
(j)	Waste tires, shredded ....$30.90* per ton. 
(k)	Bristol, Virginia private residents; all types of permitted waste
1.	Up to 500 lbs. ....$3.00 
2.	500 to 1,000 lbs. ....$5.00 
3.	Over 1,000 lbs. ....$30.00 per ton
	Tires not to exceed 16-inch wheel size (rimless only) delivered by private residents in lots of less than five ....$3.00* each. 
	* - Some waste streams are subject to additional fees. 
 (3) Commercial Refuse Container Permit Fees. 
(a)	1 to 5.99 cubic yards ....$50.00 annually 
(b)	6 to 7.99 cubic yards ....$100.00 annually 
(c)	8 cubic yards or larger ....$200.00 annually
(d)	Temporary use containers
1.	1 to 5.99 cubic yards ....$15.00 quarterly 
2.	6 to 7.99 cubic yards ....$30.00 quarterly 
3.	8 cubic yards or larger ....$60.00 quarterly 

	The public good requiring it, an emergency is declared and this ordinance shall become effective upon its date of adoption.

First Reading:  August 9, 2016

Second Reading:  August 23, 2016

Adopted:  August 23, 2016


	Mayor Hartley entertained a motion to adopt an Ordinance to repeal and reenact the Appendix to Chapter 70 of the City Code.

	Council Member Fleenor made the motion to adopt an Ordinance to repeal and reenact the Appendix to Chapter 70 of the City Code.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Mumpower and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Mumpower, and Hartley

NAYS:  Steele

4.	Consider a Resolution in Support of Early Childhood Education

	City Manager, Ms. Tabitha Crowder reported that the Virginia Municipal League had started a program to encourage localities to create activities that enhance the early childhood experience. She added that participating localities were asked to pass a Resolution in support of early childhood education.
	
	City Attorney, Pete Curcio, read the following Resolution:


RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

	WHEREAS, children’s experience in their earliest years have a large effect on their entire lives; and

	WHEREAS, early childhood education can particularly help children who are born with risk factors, whether economic, psychological, or physical; and

	WHEREAS, children who have access to high quality early childhood education programs are better prepared for kindergarten and for success in school; and 

	WHEREAS, school readiness has economic and social benefits not only for the children who attend these programs but for all Virginians; and

	WHEREAS, children who are kindergarten ready are more likely to make the most of their educational experience; and

	WHEREAS, a successful kindergarten experience is the start to a successful completion of high school and preparation for a successful career.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Bristol, Virginia recognizes the importance of early childhood education to children’s future success in school and in life; and

	THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Bristol, Virginia commends the teachers, volunteers, parents, community leaders and students involved in early childhood education for their contributions.
	

	Mayor Hartley entertained a motion to adopt a Resolution in support of Early Childhood Education.

	Vice Mayor Steele made the motion to adopt a Resolution in support of Early Childhood Education.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Mumpower and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Mumpower, Steele, and Hartley

5.1	Consider Approval of the Minutes:	Regular Meeting – July 12, 2016
						Regular Meeting – July 26, 2016

5.2	Consider a Street Closure Request for the 16th Annual Bristol Rhythm and Roots 	Reunion Festival – September 16-18, 2016. 


	Mayor Hartley entertained a motion to approve the City Council Meeting Minutes from July 12, 2016.

	Council Member Hubbard made the motion to approve the City Council Meeting Minutes from July 12, 2016. Motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Steele and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Mumpower, Steele, and Hartley

	Mayor Hartley entertained a motion to approve the City Council Meeting Minutes from July 26, 2016.

	Vice Mayor Steele made the motion to approve the City Council Meeting Minutes from July 26, 2016.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Hubbard and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Steele, and Hartley

ABSTAIN:  Mumpower

	Mayor Hartley entertained a motion to approve the street closure request for the 16th Annual Bristol Rhythm and Roots Reunion Festival slated for September 16-18, 2016.

	Council Member Hubbard made the motion to approve the street closure request for the 16th Annual Bristol Rhythm and Roots Reunion Festival slated for September 16-18, 2016.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Mumpower and carried by the following votes:

AYES:  Fleenor, Hubbard, Mumpower, Steele, and Hartley

B.	Matters to be Presented by Members of the Public – Non-Agenda Items

	Ms. Diana Oxendine inquired about the bankruptcy of Alpha Natural Resources.  She also asked for an annual progress report of the businesses that the City provided funding or property through agreements.

	Council Member Fleenor commented on the City giving money to businesses to locate in Bristol. 

	Council Member Hubbard stated that the reports were a good idea. 

	Mayor Hartley agreed to ask the City Manager to have the reports placed on the agenda once or twice per year.

	Council Member Mumpower explained the complexity of contracts with businesses which want to locate in the City.

	Mr. Michael Pollard commented on the perceived issues and barriers used to deter a business that recently received special exception to operate in the City. He also commented on brush which was not picked up for six (6) days at his residence. 

	Mr. David Trotter commended the public works department for expedient service of removing a tree that had fallen across the road at his neighbor’s house.  He also commented on the number of vacant spaces in the strip mall at exit seven that were advertised by Interstate Developers. 

	Ms. Catherine Jewel commented on the Alpha acquisitions, transfers, City incentives, and bankruptcy.

	Mr. Ken Russell, Chairman of the Board of Bluefield College, advised that he had been notified that the proposal for the V.I. College campus would be on the agenda, but was misinformed. 

	A discussion regarding the Bluefield College proposal presented to City Council on August 9, 2016 ensued. Matters mentioned were the source of TVA funds contracted through BVU, the need for approval by additional parties, and the need for both the City and Bluefield College to learn more details about the matter.  

	Mayor Hartley suggested that Bluefield College representatives speak with BVU about the TVA funds.  

	Ms. Nancy Marney commented on the V.I. College proposal and the limitation of time for public speaking. 

C.	Adjournment

	There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

********
******
****
**
*
_________________________________             ______________________________
                       City Clerk                                                               Mayor

