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July, 2020 – Second Quarter “Pet Waste”

What’s the big deal about Poo-llution?

Pet waste left on the street or lawn does not just go away
or fertilize the grass. Rain washes pet waste down storm
drains and into waterways like rivers, bays, and beaches.
This can make people sick from salmonella, E. coli, and
other infections.
Pet waste is very toxic:
Dog waste is an environmental pollutant. In 1991, it was
labeled a non-point source pollutant by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), placing it in the
same category as herbicides and insecticides; oil, grease
and toxic chemicals; and acid drainage from abandoned
mines.
Pet waste doesn't just decompose.
It adds harmful bacteria and nutrients to local soils and
waters, when it's not disposed of properly. It might not
seem like a stormwater problem, but animal waste is one
of the many seemingly small sources of pollution that can
add up to big problems for water quality, and even
human health.

What’s the scoop on poop?
Have you ever heard, you are what you eat? This classic
saying is a great way to help explain why cow manure
works as a fertilizer, but dog poop does not. A cow’s diet
is plant-based: grain, hay, soy meal, cottonseed, corn
silage, and more. So, their poop mainly consists of
undigested plant fibers. These fibers can add a boost of
nutrients to the soil in your garden, helping your plants
grow.
Dog poop as fertilizer is a much different story. Since
dogs have high-protein diets their poop is much more
acidic. As it breaks down, the nutrients are not
compatible with the needs of the plants.

What about Compoo-sting pet waste?
Dog waste in compost can carry a number of unhealthy
parasites that can affect humans and other animals.
Roundworms are one of the most common pests that
afflict our dogs. Roundworms and their cousins, ascarids,
may persist in compost made with dog waste. These can
be ingested and their eggs can hatch in the human
intestine. Unfortunately, our pet wastes contain parasites
which may not be killed in household compost piles.
Fun / Fact References:
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Pet waste decays, using up dissolved oxygen and
releasing compounds that are harmful to fish and
other animals that rely on water. Pet waste contains harmful bacteria
such as E. Coli and fecal coliform. Waters that contain a high amount
of bacteria are unfit for human contact. A single gram of pet waste
contains and average of 23 million fecal coliform bacteria, some of
which can cause disease in humans.
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Composting dog waste effectively and safely hinges on
the constant high temperatures to kill dangerous
parasites. A constant temperature of 165 degrees
Fahrenheit (73 C.) has to be maintained for at least 5
days for this to occur. This is difficult to achieve in home
composting situations. If you are sure you have done this
and have a safe product, you can add it to your garden
as an amendment. However, because there is no
guarantee that the parasites are certifiably dead, it is best
to confine use to areas around ornamental plantings only,
such as shrubs and trees. Do not use the result of pet
poop composting around edible plants. Mix it with
vegetative compost for best results.
Protecting our watersheds… “Do your part: Scoop the Poop!”
1) BRING IT – Always bring a plastic bag when you walk
you dog.
2) BAG IT– Use the bag as a glove to pick up pet waste.
Scoop u the waste and turn the bag inside out around
the waste.
3) DISPOSE IT – Properly dispose of pet waste by placing
it in a trach can, flushing it (un-bagged) down the
toilet, or burying it!

Next quarter the newsletter will focus on the water quality
issue resulting from litter reaching our streams.
Remember: If you see an “Illicit Discharge” (anything other
than rain going down the storm drain) please report it by
using the contact information to the left.

